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For nearly 1 billion people living in developing countries,
finding safe drinking water is a daily struggle, according
to The Water Project Inc. Adding to this sad truth is a
United Nations report, released this month on World
Water Day, that warned "within 15 years, the world water
supply will fall short by at least 40 percent."

To raise awareness of the importance of water, three Girl
Scout leaders - Mia Silver, Helene Sullivan and Eileen
Babasa - are assisting their Ellicott City Brownie Troop
members with a Girl Scout environmental leadership
program called "Wonders of Water" journey. Through the
program, the troop members, all third graders from Trinity
School, will be exposed to water problems and how they
can help with conservation efforts to eliminate water
contamination.
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"By showing girls a different perspective on water
conditions, we hope to give them the critical thinking
skills and confidence to be part of the change that is
needed to help improve water quality (for those less
fortunate)," said Silver, leader of troop 10077.

To that end the Brownies - Lily Babasa, Sonya
Heffernan, Isabella Valerio, Chloe Silver, Bridget
Sullivan, Kaia Bouvier, Shiloh Thompson, Brooklyn
Davis, Flannery Lee, Roswitha Otazo and Mallie
Mundorf - have participated in several local activities.
The girls have done water experiments with sand, rock
and contaminated water to show what happens in
watersheds and the steps they can take at home to
prevent contamination.They plan to tour Howard County
Water Reclamation Plant to become more aware of
ways to use water responsibly. And at the end of the
school year, they plan to work with the Howard County
Conservancy helping with stream cleanup.

In addition, the Brownies work at the local Girl Scout
camp, Camp Ilchester. Assisted by Billy "Box Turtle"
Heinbuch, the camp nature specialist and ranger, they
help maintain its Baywise-certified garden and explore
ways to utilize air-conditioner condensation runoff to
help wild birds.

When the Brownies aren't working on conservation
efforts, they are busy donating their time and troop
money to various causes. For example, the girls have
donated socks to the Grassroots Crisis Shelter in
Columbia; money to Burleigh Manor Animal Sanctuary
in Ellicott City, which cares for unwanted, neglected or



abused animals; and Girl Scout cookies to the Operation
Welcome Home event at BWI for military personal
arriving from service.

Speaking of Girl Scout cookies, the third graders sold
1,440 boxes of cookies this year. The cookie sale netted
$792 which is used for its annual budget. The girls will
vote on places to donate troop money.

Troop 10077 is certainly living up to the Girl Scout
Promise - "Save some, Spend some and Give
some."Keep up the good work girls and thank you for
your community service.

About Trinity School

Trinity is an independent, Catholic, pre-school, primary and 
middle school, located on a peaceful, wooded 48 acre campus 
in Howard County, Maryland.  Coeducational and ethnically 
diverse, the school is sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur.  Trinity offers a broad and challenging educational program 
at every level in a caring Christian environment. 

More information available at www.trinityschoolmd.org
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